CORNISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
SPRING 2019 NEWSLETTER

Dear Members and Friends,
This Winter has seemed very long, so April and Spring's arrival is a joy! We just hope the snow (and mud) will be
gone in time for our 7th Annual Daffodil Duck Derby on Saturday, April 27th! Rain or shine, those rubber duckies will
be racing down the Little River to the finish line....THANK YOU in advance for all the terrific prize donations from local
businesses, also our volunteers Rich Ruhlin, Aaron Parker, Bob Benson, Josh Benson and the Watson family for help‐
ing us make this such a fun family event and fundraiser for Cornish Historical Society! Please check out the goodies
on the Bonney Memorial Library's table too.
As I look back over 2018, I sadly note that several active members have either moved or have health issues (including
my old knees slowing me down!) We thank all of our active volunteers and look forward to welcoming new members.
You don't have to be a history expert – there are many ways you can help, baking a pie for the Apple Festival or help‐
ing with the Duck Derby for example. Our museum and archives will be open some Thursdays and two Sundays a
month from 1 – 4 p.m. during the summer months, so volunteers are always needed. Give one of us a call if you
would like to help – we welcome all ages!
The Library, which owns 40 Main St., will be giving our building a fresh coat of paint in 2019. We will be using our
recently renovated porch as much as possible this summer. On Saturday, June 29 we will be having a “porch sale”
during the Strawberry Festival, with all kinds of interesting items. On our open Sunday afternoons come visit us and
bring the young folks, you can sit on the porch and play some checkers while watching Cornish's sweet village activi‐
ties this summer. We have more ideas for interesting speakers and activities – as always watch Your Weekly Shop‐
ping Guide for details.
We hope to see you ‐ watch for our OPEN sign!
Thank you,
Sandy Howe, President
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Daffodil Duck Derby
Sponsored by Cornish Historical Society

Rubber Duck Race ‐ Cornish Village ‐ 11 a.m. Saturday, April 27th
Adopt your duck entry for $5.00 or Quack Pack 5 for $20.00
Tickets available at: The Inkwell, Cornish Hardware, Lily’s Fine Flowers and Cornish Library.

F.M.I. Kate 625‐3095 ‐ or ‐ Anne 625‐3177
$100 Cash for 1st Prize & Other Great Prizes and Gift Certificates!
Partial list below:
2 - Four Day Passes Ossipee Valley Music Festival

AVON Gift Basket $100 value (Hilda Lowd)

$50.00 Krista's Gift Certificate

Sugar - n - Spice Bakery $20. Gift Certificate

$30. Village Jewelers Gift Certificate

4 - VIP Passes York's Wild Kingdom

Maine Indoor Karting 2 Passes

Fun Spot Tokens

Seacoast Adventure (Windham) 2 Passes

Duck Bank w/ Ca$h

$25 Gift Certificate - Call's Shop n Save

Duck Umbrella

Signed RED CLAWS Basketball gift set

$10. Runway Restaurant Gift Card

Foothill's Fitness Ctr. - 1 Mo. Gym Membership

Sterling Silver Blue Topaz Ring

Full Circle Artisan's Gallery - Bracelet

Karma Salon 1 Month of Tanning

4 Tickets to The Sea Dogs

Troubh Ice Arena Gift Certificate

$25. Gift Certificate Primitive Days

Terry's Uniques $25 Gift Certificate

Lily's Fine Flowers - Plant

Hummingbird Feeder - Metcalf's Trading Post

Once All A Gog Duck Toy & Gift Certificates

Outdoor Thermometer - Metcalf's Trading Post

Sanel Auto Parts - $20.Gift Certificates

River Float - Cornish Hardware
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(to the left) Thanks to John MacIntyre we have

this wonderful small replica of Pike Memorial
Hall, donation box located at the town offices.
Any extra funds raised will be put toward other
necessary renovations and upkeep of Pike Hall.

Display case downstairs at Pike Memorial
Hall features lots of interesting memorabilia
—please take time to stop and look!

Friendly Reminder ~
Your dues were due January 1st.
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New England VINTAGE
BASE BALL FESTIVAL
Hosted by The Cornish
Fairgrounds Committee

returns to Cornish
One day only Don’t miss it!
Saturday, June 22
nd

PORCH SALE
Saturday, June 29th - 40 Main Street
During the Strawberry Festival!
When spring cleaning - keep Cornish Historical
Society in mind… We are accepting items for our
porch sale. Please be respectful and bring only
items that are ‘sellable’. We are NOT accepting
any clothing, TV’s, or any electronics, appliances,
upholstered or other large furniture.
Call one of our officers to make arrangement to drop
off donations before the sale. Thank you.

New England Vintage Base Ball will
be a one day event this year, to be
held on Saturday June 22, sponsored
by the Cornish Fairgrounds Commit‐
tee. Nine teams will be playing base
ball by 1860s rules, including the
Cornish team led by Allan Wen‐
tworth. Food concessions will
be available ‐ bring a chair or blanket
and enjoy a day of old‐fashioned
entertainment.
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Cornish Historical Society invites you . . .
to join us on the porch for an old‐fashioned afternoon of socializing. We'll provide the
lemonade and cookies, and tables for cribbage, checkers or any other board game you
would like to bring ‐ or feel free to just come for the cookies! Tentative plans are two
Sunday afternoons per month during the summer. Watch Your Weekly Shopping Guide
for more details!

Do you have a favorite family recipe that’s
been passed down for generations?
For our 2020 calendar we would like to publish
local family recipes along with a photo.
Cornish Historical Society would love it if you would share your
family recipe with us along with a photo.
Submit your recipe and photo by July 31st for a chance to be
in our 2020 calendar!
Submissions can be dropped off with Kate at The Inkwell or emailed to:
theinkwellcornish@yahoo.com
Torn, dirty, handwritten recipes welcome!
F.M.I.
Sandy 625-4813 or Kate 625-3095
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From the secretary's notebook . . .
Just a few lines to let you know what's been happening at our meetings during
the last few months. If you are interested in receiving our complete monthly
minutes by email, please call (625‐3177) or email (jqarinc@aol.com) and I will
be happy to add you to the list.
We are looking forward to the completion of a project that has lasted several years ‐ the
installation of bronze plaques at the site of the old cemetery behind Pike Memorial Hall and
on the base of the Cornish School bell in Thompson Park. This project was stalled by the delay
in receiving the plaques we ordered and by the early arrival of snow last fall, so we are really
looking forward to spring.
Cornish Historical is often asked to help with the historical projects of other groups. Thank you to
Sandy Howe for all her research work, which this year has included Eagle Mill Park, updating
cemetery information for the town, and the history of the UCC church (see article on page 10).
There is a new exhibit in the display case downstairs in Pike Hall with items from the history of
the Hall and the Fairgrounds as well as a selection of trophies. We will also be helping the Cornish
School Alumni Assoc. with research before their summer meeting.
Members of Cornish Historical attend meetings of SOLVE, an organization of local historical
societies who meet to discuss their plans and challenges. The next meeting will be held on Fri‐
day, April 19 at 10 a.m. at the new location of Standish Historical Society on the third floor of the
Old Thompson House (Two Black Dogs Country Pub) corner of rtes. 25 & 35. This meeting is open
to anyone who is interested.
Also a reminder that if you choose to receive our newsletter by email, you will be able to see all
the photographs in color. Annual dues for Cornish Historical Society were due on January 1, 2020.
Thank you for your support.
Anne MacIntyre, Secretary

CORNISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
President

Sandy Howe

(207) 625-4813

Vice President

Diann Perkins

(207) 625-3281

Treasurer

Kate Benson

(207) 625-3095

Secretary

Anne MacIntyre

(207) 625-3177
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(from Cornish 2019 Town Report)
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Sarah O’Brion and The Women’s Suffrage Movement
Sarah Jane Lincoln O’Brion of Cornish was a pioneer in the suffrage movement in the State of
Maine. She was born to a wealthy family Feb. 2, 1821 and was one of 5 children. Her father
Cotton Lincoln came from Gorham c. 1817 and built his big home and barn in Cornish Village
for his large family. This 3 story home had 30 rooms, a mansard roof and a large barn. Later this
home became the Lincoln Hotel and was a stage coach stop and is now The Inn at Cornish.
Sarah attended Cornish schools and married Nov. 10, 1839 a local man, Daniel Wilson
O’Brion. He ran a large general store, O’Brion and Marr from 1854 to 1886. Daniel was the 8th
of 10 children and his father John O’Brion was a Revolutionary veteran and an early settler of
Cornish.
Daniel started out in the printer’s trade but returned to Cornish to enter his brother’s store
as a clerk. He worked in Fryeburg and his brother Thomas’ grocery and lumber business in Portland but always came back to Cornish. For years D. W. O’Brion and A. H. Marr were dealers
in “dry goods & groceries, Iron & steel, wagon springs, axes, bolts, shakes, hardware & cutlery,
crockery & glassware, boots & shoes, caps, paints & oils, flour, fish, salt, glass & nails.” This
store was in the later Cornish Hardware building in the center of town. His obituary states that
“The last 10 years of his life were spent at his pleasant home in Cornish surrounded by all the
comforts which fall to the lot of a successful merchant.” He died in 1896. At the end of his long
obituary telling of all his businesses there was one line that mentioned that his wife Sarah was
active in the womens’ suffrage movement.
Daniel W. O’Brion, his wife Sarah and their three children lived on Main St. in a house
that was “hauled” there, and their ell was the first schoolhouse built in the village. Cornish
Historical Society has a black and white picture of this house before it burned in 1929.
Sarah was also the president of the Cornish Library Association from 1885 until her death in
1904.
Daniel moved his family to Portland in 1886 to open another general store with his brother
Thomas. Daniel died Oct. 12, 1896 at the age of 86.
Daniel and Sarah had three children: Helen who died in 1843 at the age of three, Clara Ellen b.
in 1849 who married Dr. William F. Southard and moved to California and Charles Carroll
O’Brion b. in 1849. educated in Cornish public schools then was a student at Westbrook Seminary. He received a BA from Tufts in 1866, and an MD at Bowdoin Medical college in 1881
while working at his family mercantile business in Portland. He became a famous doctor in
Groveton, NH.
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They are all buried in a family plot in the Riverside cemetery in Cornish.
In the 1850’s Lucy Stone, a famous speaker for women’s suffrage came to Maine and spoke
in Portland, Bangor and Cornish!! We think our Sarah Jane had a lot to do with that.
Sarah Jane Lincoln O’Brion was very active in the state of Maine Suffrage Movement especially when she lived in Portland and she attended the annual conventions in Portland and
Ocean Park for many years. in 1902 she was vice president at large at their annual convention,
and other years she served as secretary. Records on Maine Historical Memory site mention a
“rising source of support in Western Maine for the suffrage movement” and we wonder if this
was “our Sarah” from Cornish?
Her husband Daniel also submitted a petition from the Cornish area demanding women
have the right to vote so we know that our Sarah had something to do with that!
Later in her life Sarah went to live with her daughter Clara in San Francisco and died
there Sept 7, 1904. Sarah did not live to see women's suffrage pass in Maine, but this lady from
Cornish, Maine helped make it happen!
By Linda Griffin

Lucy Stone

If you are interested in learning more about the history of the
women's suffrage movement in Maine, we encourage you to visit
the exhibit at the Maine State Museum in Augusta ‐
"Women's Long Road ‐ 100 Years to the Vote"
which will be open until January 25, 2020.
For more information, go to mainestatemuseum.org
or call (207) 287‐2301.
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The Cornish United Church of Christ has applied for a grant from the Steeple Project grant program,
part of the Maine Community Foundation, to help with
the restoration of the steeple on the Main Street church.
Inspection had shown that there was considerable dete‐
rioration of the trim wood and clapboards, and the
weathervane is tilting.
Cornish Historical helped to provide information about
the history of the building, including changes and modifi‐
cations through the years. Built in 1843, the Methodist
Church was originally a one‐story structure built on land
deeded by Cotton Lincoln (builder of the Lincoln Hotel
which is now The Inn at Cornish). There was considerable
renovation in the mid 1890s, when the building was
jacked up and the vestry built under it. The columns on
the front of the building were removed at that time.
Also of interest is the solid brass bell in the belfry
marked "Cast by Henry N. Hooper and Co. Boston 1843".
10

CORNISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.
P.O. Box 404
Cornish, ME 04020

What we'd like you to know about Cornish Historical Society . . .
Being a member can be much more than attending our monthly meeting ‐ in fact you don't need to
attend a meeting at all!
There are many ways to be a member. Maybe you would like to learn more about our town's his‐
tory by spending time in our archives ‐ or share your own memories of growing up in Cornish so
that we can all learn from your experiences.
Maybe you and your family would like to share in the fun of our annual Daffodil Duck Derby in the
spring or listen to our storyteller as we celebrate Christmas in Cornish.
If being outdoors is more your style, you might be interested in one of our new ideas for 2019 ‐ lo‐
cating, documenting, and caring for some of the small isolated cemeteries in Cornish.
If you have a special interest or area of expertise, would you like to speak at our museum in a cas‐
ual atmosphere, or write a few paragraphs for our newsletter? We are always looking for new ideas
for programs, exhibits, or contributions to the newsletter.
Would you like to help with a yard sale? Maybe you like to bake and could contribute to one of our
bake sales held during voting ‐ or have some old photographs you would like to identify ‐ or maybe
come to one of our planned community game days this summer and play checkers or cribbage on
the porch. We'll supply the refreshments!
You get the idea ‐ being a member of Cornish Historical Society can be what you want it to be.

- - - - - - - -- - - MEMBERSHIP FORM - - - - - - - - - - - Name (s): _______________________________ Phone: _______________
Address: ___________________ City: __________ State: ___ Zip: __________
Email Address: _____________________________________
Sign me up as a member __________ $10.00 for single member _____$15.00 Family
(Annual Dues)

Please mail your dues and membership form to: Cornish Historical Society,
P.O. Box 404, Cornish, ME 04020 – Thank you for joining!
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7th Annual
Daffodil Duck Derby
Saturday, April 27th 11 a.m.
Tickets available at:
The Cornish Hardware,
Bonney Memorial Library,
The Inkwell and
Lily’s Fine Flowers
While Supplies Last!
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CORNISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Post Office Box 404
Cornish, Maine 04020
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